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DEPARTMENT OF ANALYTICS
AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Dr. Ray Blankenship, Department Chair
Email: Ray.Blankenship@wku.edu

Chandler Hall, Office 3020
Phone: (270) 745-3509
Department Website: www.wku.edu/ais (https://www.wku.edu/ais/)

WHY STUDY ANALYTICS & INFORMATION SYSTEMS AT
WKU?

Local and global businesses increasingly depend on the acquisition,
management, and analysis of data. WKU's Business Data Analytics
program offers a dynamic, project-based learning environment where
students build real-world skills in predictive and visual analytics.

Through the Gordon Ford College of Business, students complete a
shared Business and Career Preparation Core that builds professional
skills from the first semester through graduation. Graduates leave
equipped to shape data-driven decision-making, business strategy, and
innovation.

EXPERIENCING BUSINESS IN ANALYTICS &
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Learning extends beyond the classroom. Gordon Ford College of
Business students gain real-world experience through career mentoring,
mock interviews, networking with industry leaders, field trips, internships,
student organizations, and the Center for Applied Data Analytics. Small
upper-level classes mean personalized instruction and strong faculty
connections. Together, these experiences give students the support they
need to succeed academically and professionally.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN ANALYTICS &
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Launch a career in business intelligence, data analytics, cybersecurity,
or information technology across virtually every industry. Graduates
pursue roles such as Data Analyst, Business Intelligence Analyst, Data
Scientist, Cybersecurity Analyst, Business Systems Analyst, Database
Administrator, IT Consultant, or Analytics Manager.

Top Skills: Data Modeling & Predictive Analytics * Data Visualization
(Tableau, Power BI) * Programming & Statistical Analysis (R, Python,
SAS) - Database Management & Data Mining * Cybersecurity & Risk
Compliance * Decision Support Systems * Critical Thinking & Problem-
Solving * Professional & Client Communication

Degree

+ Business Data Analytics, Bachelor of Science (504) (https://
catalog.wku.edu/undergraduate/business/information-systems/
business-data-analytics-bs/)

Certificate

+ Applied Data Analytics, Certificate (1734) (https://catalog.wku.edu/
undergraduate/business/information-systems/applied-data-
analytics-certificate/)

« Artificial Intelligence and Analytics (AlA), Certificate (1783) (https://
catalog.wku.edu/undergraduate/business/information-systems/
artificial-intelligence-analytics-certificate/)

Faculty

Professor

John K. Atkinson EdD (Adult, Higher, and Community Education,
Information & Communication Sciences), Ball State University, 2007
Ray J. Blankenship PhD (Business Administration- Management
Information Systems), University of Mississippi, 1994

Mark D. Ciampa PhD (Tech Mgt (Digital Comm Systems)), Indiana State
University, 2008

Sean R. Marston PhD (Business Administration, Information Systems and
Operation), University of Florida, 2010

Evelyn H. Thrasher PhD (Management), Auburn University, 2006

Lily P Zhuhadar PhD (Computer Science and Engineering), University of
Louisville, 2009

Associate Professor

Thaddeus R. Crews PhD (Computer Science), Vanderbilt University, 1995
Assistant Professor

John A. Erickson PhD (Data Science), Worcester Polytech Institute, 2021
John W. Hostetter PhD (Computer Science), North Carolina State
University, 2025

Tong Wu PhD (Information Systems), Baylor University, 2022
Instructor |

Adam P. Brownlee MBA (Business Administration), Western Kentucky
University, 2014

Instructor I

James H. Lindsey MS (Information Sciences and Systems), Bowie State
University, 2000
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